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The Materials and Research Department was organized shortly after the Highway Department was created, being originally
established in 1912 under the direction of Chief Geologist Mr. C.B. Osborne. The first Testing Engineer was Mr. F.T. Maddocks.

The first laboratory building consisted of a small wooden building on the State Fair Grounds, which site was occupied until 1922
when a one story brick building was constructed at 3435 Serra Way which, with extensions and use of warehouse type buildings,
constitutes the present site.

The department has grown and activities have expanded steadily in the 40 year period. However, the expansion has only been
in proportion to the expansion of the Division of Highways as a whole. Figure I shows the generally constant relationship in number
of employees for the last 15 years.

Before proceeding with a discussion of the present status of the Materials and Research Department of the Division of Highways
a few general comments may be in order as a background.

First, it is a rather difficult matter to make comparisons between laboratories. As a result of requirements set forth in the original
Federal Aid Act, each state desiring to participate in Federal Aid must maintain a well equipped laboratory. Because of the size of
this state and amount of money spent for highways only New York or Texas offer any basis for direct comparisons.
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